ISO                    BUDDHISM

their lineage, and by their works  are they
established." *

Beside this place our traditional idea of the
relationship: " Blessed are the dead that
die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith
the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them." In
this verse the idea of works is that of a train
of attendant witnesses, gone before or after
the transmigrating soul to testify to its deserts.
In the former passage, the Buddha is replying
to the question : " How do you account for
the inequalities in the lot and circumstances
of the sons of men ? " Now the metaphors
in the reply are very strong, establishing the
most intimate connection between me and
what I do, " and what," the Buddhist adds,
" I have done in a former birth." We must
never forget this, when reading them by the
light of our own tradition. The nearest verse
to the Buddhist belief is that modern line,
quoted first years ago by Rhys Davids:
"And what we have been makes us what we
are.9' My past works, says the Buddhist, were
the matrix, the origin, the womb and the
determinant of me, as are my present works
of what I shall be. I have acted, and the
effect, a transmitted composite resultant force,
no less than is the electric current, is this